#6 — Is baptism optional?

Some ask the question, “Do I really have to be bap-
tized? The thief on the cross wasn’t baptized. May-
be it's not required.” The real question should be, “Is
obedience to Christ optional2” Jesus told his disci-
ples, “if you love me, you'll obey my commands.”
Jesus was saying: With relationship comes obedi-
ence — we don't obey to GET IN, we are saved by
love, and WANT to obey. We have an opportunity
to fully obey as an outcome & expression of our love
for what Jesus did for us.

Some may be concerned that a deceased relative was
never immersed, or that many have been incorrectly
taught baptism. Although this is unfortunate, we can
take comfort in knowing that God measures the heart
and knows what has been taught. He is the final au-
thority on each person'’s salvation. Our job is to obey
the Bible and follow Jesus’ commands now, and let
the grace of God take care of others who may have
been unaware.

#7 — What if a believer wants to wait until
later to be baptized?

Nowhere in the New Testament is there any delay in
a person being baptized after coming to a saving
faith. When Philip shared the good news with the
Ethiopian, the Bible says, “As they traveled along the
road, they came to some water and the Ethiopian
said, ‘Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t | be bap-
tized2” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then
both Philip and the Ethiopian went down into the wa-
ter and Philip baptized him.” (Acts 8:36-38)

— If a person is sprinkled as an infant,
should they be immersed to accept Jesus as
Savior?

According to the Scriptures, faith in Jesus is required
before baptism. The only baptism discussed in the
Bible is the believer’s baptism. Infants aren’t able to
accept Christ or know what saving faith is, so the
sprinkling of infants doesn't fulfill the Lord’s command

to “be baptized”. The child should decide to follow
Christ and be baptized when they understand the sig-
nificance and are ready to obey God.

NOTE: It IS Biblical for parents to dedicate their chil-
dren to the Lord, and raise them up under Christian
values. Hannah is a good example of that in the Old
Testament, when she dedicated Samuel to the Lord.

#9 — How do | get baptized at Journey?
Easy... mark on a Connection Card you want to be
baptized, or contact a pastor/church staff member.
We baptize people on Sundays as requested, and
also baptize people at pools/hottubs/etc. all the time.
Let a leader know you want to be baptized, and we
will work out the details of how & when with you.
(see the contact information below)

Baptism is an incredible gift from God used to help
man experience new life! It is used by God to provide
the new believer with an action that separate/washes
their old sin-life away, and marking them as believers
in an eternal life with Jesus. It is one of the greatest
bonds of unity for all followers of Jesus.

We are excited that you are seeking a personal rela-
tionship with God, and welcome the opportunity to
talk more about baptism or any other question you
have. We look forward to that time together!
- Pastor Scott McFarland
( scott@journeycc.net )
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God wants ALL PEOPLE to be saved!
It is an AMAZING GRACE of God that He would
want us to live with Him eternally. It's God’s pas-
sion to save us, and He proved it by sending His
only son to die in our place, so that we could be
with Him. (John 3:16) That makes Salvation our
fore-most goal and responsibility in the Church.

At Journey, we come from a variety of backgrounds

and teachings, so at Journey, we turn back to the
Scriptures as our guide for faith & practice. We
encourage you to investigate these and other Scrip-
tures, and follow through on your commitment to
Christ on His terms—by repenting and being bap-
tized. To help with that, here are common ques-
tions / answers on becoming a Christian and the
gift of salvation through Jesus.

Questions on Salvation,
Baptism & Becoming a Christian

#1—How do | receive eternal life?

Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3 “that whoever be-
lieves in him (Jesus) shall have eternal life.” We
receive the gift of eternal life by having faith in the
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus as our Sav-
ior—accepting Jesus’ payment for our sins on the
cross. So it is only by believing and having faith in

Jesus Christ that we can receive eternal life. (see
Romans 10:9, 1Cor 15:3-8)
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#2 — So when this happens, then I'm
saved?

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God - not by works, so that no one can

boast.” (Ephesians 2:8,9) It seems too easy.
Many think there must be more to it than believ-
ing in Christ. But salvation cannot be earned
through good works. No matter how many good
things we do in life, it will not cover over our sins.
The only way is fo either live a sinless life, or have
a substitute pay the price for our sins. Enter Je-
sus! Two thousand years ago, Jesus died on a
cross as a sinless substitute for us, taking on the
guilt and punishment for our sins so that we can
be saved. So by having a genuine faith in Christ,
we can be fully forgiven and receive eternal life
with God. That's the beginning of your life with
Christ.

#3 — What does genuine faith in Christ

look like2

Good works and acts of obedience are not what
save us. We can never be good enough or obe-
dient enough to get into heaven. However, it is
God'’s grace that gives us new life, so that we
CAN live a life of loving obedience to Christ.
Jesus said, “take up your cross and follow

me.” (Matt. 16:24) Genuine faith means placing
our priorities on serving God and investing in
eternity higher than the desire for selfish gain in
this life. Jesus told his disciples, “every good tree
bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.
A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, and a bad
tree cannot produce good fruit.” (Matthew
7:17,18) This means that in receiving the gift of
God, we become good fruit-bearers, sharing the
grace of Christ with those around us and repro-
ducing His Spirit in us. If our lives are not grow-
ing in fruitfulness, then we have reason to ques-
tion our genuineness as a believer.

#4 — So where does baptism fit in2

The mission statement of every Christian was given to
us by Jesus as his last command. “Go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything | have com-
manded you.” (Matthew 28:19,20) Every person
who came to believe in Jesus as Lord and Savior was
baptized. Baptism is the action and the blessing of
accepting salvation and confirming publicly that you
have made the decision to follow Christ. Baptism IS
NOT A WORK - it's a grace done to us. We re-
ceive baptism (we don’t DO baptism). In baptism,
God gives us the assurance of forgiveness, the seal
of eternal life, the connection to His Resurrection,
and the Holy Spirit (Act 2:38, Eph 1:13) Look at
examples of baptism through the early church stories
of Acts:

- Acts 2:41 — 3000 believers were baptized

* Acts 8:12 - Philip baptized the Samaritans

- Acts 8:36 — Philip baptized the Ethiopian

- Acts 9:18 - Saul (Paul) baptized after converting

- Acts 16:15 - Lydia and her family were baptized

- Acts 16:31 - The Philippian jailer and family

#5 — Why do we baptize by immersion ra-
ther than sprinkling or pouring?

Simply put, we practice baptism by immersion be-
cause every example in the Bible was done through
immersion. The New Testament word for baptism
means: “to dip, immerse or submerge”. For hun-
dreds of years, this was the standard practice in the
Church. Furthermore, immersion best illustrates the
symbolism of our old self dying and being raised to
a new life in Christ. Paul tells the Roman church, “or
don’t you know that all of us who were baptized info
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
therefore buried with him through baptism into death
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a
new life.” (Romans 6:3,4)



